
Yorkville High School

Syllabus and Expectations for Excellence


Name of Course:  AP U.S. Government and Politics
Teachers:
Ms. Rachel Juarez and Mr. Zachery Sinn
Contact:
rjuarez@y115.org 
zsinn@y115.org



Website:
http://juarezapgov.weebly.com - Check this regularly for updates!



Additional information is located on our classroom Canvas page
Course Overview:  
AP U.S. Government and Politics provides a college-level, nonpartisan introduction to key political concepts, ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the constitutional system and political culture of the United States. Students will study U.S. foundational documents, Supreme Court decisions, and other texts and visuals to gain an understanding of the relationships and interactions among political institutions, processes, and behaviors. They will also engage in disciplinary practices that require them to read and interpret data, make comparisons and applications, and develop evidence-based arguments. In addition, they will complete a political science research or applied civics project.

Units of Study: 
· Foundations of American Democracy (Constitution and Federalism)
· American Political Ideologies and Beliefs
· Political Participation
· Interaction Among Branches of Government (Legislative, Executive, Judicial branches, and the Bureaucracy) 
· Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
Instructional Materials:
The Text for the Course is American Democracy by Thomas E. Patterson; henceforth to be referred to as Patterson.
The Reader for Supplementary Material is The Lanahan Readings in American Polity Sixth Edition, edited by Ann G. Serow and Everett C. Ladd; henceforth to be referred to as “Lanahan”. Lanahan contains supplemental readings, including primary source materials and contemporary political analysis.

Bring to class: Chrome book, blue or black pen, pencil, notebook/binder with paper. It is suggested that you have a colored pen and highlighter which may be helpful for a variety of activities (annotated, grading FRQs, etc.)


Current Events: Current Events will be discussed weekly from a National Newspaper source (New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, etc.) as well as on-line sources, which we scrutinize for various biases. Students will need to find, summarize, reflect, and discuss on stories that are linked to different parts of government (Institutions, foreign and domestic policy, civil rights and liberties). Students will be challenged to use sources from a variety of sources, including those with differing ideological views.
Movie Permission Slip 

As part of the learning process, we like to expose the students to audio and visual representations of the material we cover in the class as well as different forms of media whenever possible. Proper discretion will be used during viewing and all material has an objective related directly to class material. In addition to YouTube videos, Ted-talks, and podcasts, time permitting, we will be watching some or all of the following movies and documentaries: Inequality for All, 30 Days on minimum wage, various episodes of The West Wing, Swing Vote (PG-13), Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, Frontline Documentaries, Televised debates or State of the Union, Electoral Dysfunction, and 12 Angry Men. If you do not wish for your child to watch the PG-13 movie, or you have any questions related to the objectives and/or class activities with each video, please contact me via phone or email.
Grading Determination/Scale:

This course follows the grading policy set forth by the Yorkville Community Unity School District 115 Board of Education. Assignments are considered summative or checkpoints for a variety of reasons. Your grade will be determined on your achievement on the following assessments of learning including but not limited to:

· Current events: explaining, applying, and analyzing connections to specific class material and/or larger connection to class themes

· Projects: individual, partners, and groups (identifying, explaining, and applying concepts to the unit or course themes. Assessment of both understanding and retention of information)

· Free Response Questions (FRQs)

· Unit Assessments (some identification; mostly application of vocabulary, models, data analysis, and concepts)

· Quizzes
· Verbal Assessments- debates, Socratic seminars, formal discussions, etc.
· Journal article assignments

· Reading and concept quizzes
· Reading Assignments
	Grading Scale

	A
	90-100%

	B
	80-89%

	C
	70-79%

	D
	60-69%

	F
	Below 60%


Summative grades are worth 90% of your total grade and include the opportunity for a retake following the re-learn procedure. Students must have completed all original work from the unit as well as further targeted learning activities, at the discretion of the teacher.

Checkpoints are worth 10% of your total grade, are generally announced, and do not include the opportunity for a retake. Checkpoints exclude work completed entirely outside of the classroom (i.e. homework), but may allow use of that work on a checkpoint. It is an expectation that students complete homework in a timely manner and bring that work with them to class. Also, checkpoints may include information from more than one unit, if we are assessing an on-going skill. 

Students’ learning, understanding of, and ability to apply the material will be dependent on thoughtful and thorough completion of the following learning opportunities, which may be any of the following:

· Textbook and other reading assignments
· Practice FRQs, practice quizzes, and practice tests

· Reflection assignments

· Note-making 

· Classroom contribution to discussions

· Video Assignments
· Following current events 

· Research and inquiry

The AP Exam

The AP Exam will be given in May to all students that participate in this challenging course.  As the dates are announced they will be posted in class and throughout the building.  The exam consists of both a multiple choice section and a FRQ section.  Students will be pulled out of class on the selected date to complete the exam.  With a passing score, students may receive college credit; this will be discussed throughout the year. 
District 115 Yorkville High School

        AP Government & Politics Course Pacing Guide

2019-2020
	Unit/Chapters
	Duration
	School Dates

	Intro: “Year in a Week”
	7 Days
	August 14th- August 22nd 

	Foundations of American Democracy

Chapters 1-3
	24 Days
	August 23rd- September 25th  

	American Political Ideologies and Beliefs

Chapters 6-7
	22 Days
	September 26th- October 30th   

	Political Participation

Chapters 8, 9, 10
	29 Days
	October 31st- December 12th 

	Illinois Government:

Making the Civic Connection
	6 Days
	December 13th- December 20th 

	Executive Branch, Budget, and Bureaucracy

Chapters 12, 13, 15
	25 Days
	January 6th- February 11th 

	Legislative Branch/Public Policies
Chapter 11
	16 Days
	February 12th- March 5th  

	Judicial Branch, Civil Liberties, and Civil Rights

Chapters 4, 5, 4
	20 Days
	March 6th- April 9th 

	AP Exam Review
	14 Days
	April 14th- May 1st 

	U.S. Constitution Exam Review
	TBD
	


· The AP Exam date does not change, even if we have snow days, etc.

· Dates subject to change; changes will be announced in class and updated on the calendar

· This year’s AP U.S. Government & Politics exam is Monday, May 4th  

· 55 Multiple Choice Questions, 80 minutes, 4 answer choices, 50% of the total score

· Stimulus based questions

· Quantitative questions (line graph, chart, table, infographic, etc.)

· Text driven questions (Foundational documents, primary/secondary sources)

· Visual analysis questions (Qualitative Visual Sources)

· Content knowledge questions

· Concept Application (of political concepts)

· Comparison Questions (SCOTUS decisions, arguments, political concepts)

· 4 FRQs, 100 minutes total 

· Concept Application, 3 points, 20 minutes

· Quantitative or Qualitative, 4 points, 20 minutes

· SCOTUS Comparison, 4 points, 20 minutes

· Argumentative Essay, including thesis, based on foundational documents, 6 points, 40 minutes
Expectations for Learning and Behavior:  Fox Pride

Be Respectful

Respectful Behavior in AP Government looks like…

· Being fair and honest with other individuals in the classroom.  Respect others opinions and they will respect yours. Due to the nature of the course at times you will be required to examine your own personal beliefs and at times become familiar with other students and cultures beliefs as well. It is imperative that WE as a class respect each other’s differences when dealing with sensitive issues.

· Having a positive attitude towards one another and the work that is being done within the classroom.  Consider Space, Usage and Volume for assignments and others.

· Enter and leave in a quiet civil manner.

· Having proper volume and voice and a mature attitude.

· Not speaking while others have the floor. This goes for everyone not just the teacher/presenter.

· Raising your hand if you have a question or need something. It keeps everyone organized and civil.

· Having academic honesty and integrity.
· Leaving your cell phone, iPod, Chromebook, Apple watch, or whatever other contraption you have off and away (backpack or locker) unless asked otherwise by the teacher.  

Be Responsible

Responsible Behavior in AP Government looks like…

· Having the proper required materials for the day.  Always have on hand something to write on and something to write with.  If you forget your supplies please ask a neighbor, before we begin class!.  You will need your book EVERY day.

· Having a notebook and folder or binder specifically for AP GOV. It is important to keep notes neat and organized.

· Being inside the classroom and on an undisruptive, direct path to your seat when the bell rings.

· Using the pass only when absolutely necessary but not exceeding three per semester.  Let’s remember why we are here.  Remember you will not be allowed to leave the first ten minutes of class or the last ten minutes of class.  

· Having assignments done on time. Email me the night BEFORE if there is a problem.


Be Engaged

Engaged Behavior in AP Government looks like…

· Paying attention to what is going on and being ready to get involved.

· Not working on assignments for other classes without explicit permission from me; this will most likely never be allowed. Formal discipline may be initiated on a case-by-case basis.

· Being ready to use every second in class.  We will be active from bell to bell.

· Paying attention to the world around you and current events.  Yes, that means that I am telling you to watch T.V., but I am talking about the news, discovery channel, Travel Channel, the National Geographic Channel, and the History Channel.

· Using electronic devices from time to time, but only when it is for the lesson.  Therefore, unless I tell you, leave the following off: phone, iPod, Chromebook, or any other new gadget that is created. Notes will be taken the old-fashioned way, pen (or pencil) and paper.

Skills that we will develop through this course according to the ACT College Readiness Standards

I: Main Ideas

II:  Supporting Details

III:  Sequential, Comparative and Cause-Effect Relationships

IV:  Meaning of Words

V:  Generalizations and Conclusions

VI:  Interpreting maps, graphs, and charts


Yorkville High School
Parent/Student Acknowledgement
AP Government & Politics
Honor Code:
In signing this form I declare that I understand what constitutes academic dishonesty and plagiarism in this class. I agree that all work presented will be my own and created by me, I will not give credit to someone else for my work, and that the consequences associated with academic dishonesty and/or plagiarizing will be an automatic zero on summative assessments will be a zero with the opportunity for one retake, as well as disciplinary action in accordance with Yorkville High School’s Academic Integrity policy stated in the Student Handbook (available online). This includes but isn’t limited to all class assignments, tests, written homework, projects, verbal assignments, and so on. Doing work for others or allowing others to copy your work are both considered cheating and will be treated in the same manner as turning in work that is stolen, copied, or plagiarized.

It is the Social Studies department policy that students will not be allowed to use personal technological devices (smart watches, cell phones) during class time (including group work in the hallways), unless directly instructed to so by their teacher. 
· 1st infraction- Warning

· 2nd infraction and those after-referral to the dean’s office


Please keep the syllabus, but return this page (or just this portion) to Ms. Juarez/Mr. Sinn by: _______

I have received, read, and understand the contents of:

· Course Syllabus (course overview, tentative calendar, grading policies, movie permission slip)

· Expectations for Learning Behavior

· Honor Code and Electronics (see above)

If I have any questions about the above at any time, I will contact Ms. Juarez at rjuarez@y115.org or Mr. Sinn at zsinn@y115.org 


Student Name _____________________________________________________________________
Student Signature _________________________________________Date_____________________

Parent/Guardian Name (Even if student is 18) _________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________Date_____________________
